Running Head: CHANGES IN THE ROLE OF WOMEN IN HINDUISM	1
CHANGES IN THE ROLE OF WOMEN IN HINDUISM		2





Changes in the role of women in Hinduism
Institutional Affiliation
[bookmark: _GoBack]Course
Students Name

Changes in the role of women in Hinduism
In different communities and cultures, women have been known to fight for their rights and empowerment. This is because most in most cultures women are regarded as weak beings that must be protected by the men in society. Women are also given lower priority in education as compared to men. The traditional view of women is that they were created for procreation and to be a support system to the men. However, most women around the world are taking it upon themselves to challenge the traditional view. They are seeking independence and freedom by challenging the limitations that religion and the society have imposed on them. Women are scaling the heights of education now pursuing high education levels and taking up leadership roles in high offices. Women are taking boardrooms by storm, fighting early marriages and inspiring younger generations to break the status quo. Has the role of women in Hinduism changed? Yes, the roles of Hindu women have changed significantly. Women in Hinduism have not been left behind in the fight for their status and role in the society. “Women have fought for their status and role in communities, religions, and the nation for years. And women in Hinduism are no different” (Rodrigues, 2008). 
Traditionally, Hindu women are nothing more but wives and mothers; they are homemakers. They are a support system for their husbands. The Dharma-Satras and other Hindu law books set out the roles of women in society. The behavioral code of women is also defined in the Laws of Manu.  Women are controlled by men throughout the different stages of their life. “Prior to marriage the female is regulated by her father and then when she is married she is controlled by her husband” (Rodrigues, 2008). The freedom of women in Hinduism is limited and they are dependent on the males in their lives. On looking at the current situation, it is evident that the role of women in Hinduism is taking a different turn. Though still subject to many restrictions and disabilities, the women are pushing for the change in their roles. More women are striving to gain their financial independence, get freedom, get an education, and have a say in their marriages and getting into politics. Women no longer want to play a secondary role in the male-dominated Hindu community.
In matters of marriage, women have more say today than in the past. The law is also clearer on this matter, giving the issue more depth. “Women enjoy a great say in their marriage matters. The law gives them clear assurances as to their rights and freedom” (Jayaram, 2017). There is also an age restriction for which a girl cannot be married; girls are no longer married off at a young age. “Young girls will are no longer forced to marry before they hit puberty, and widows are able to re-marry” (Rodrigues, 2008). Some women are taking it upon themselves to decide whether to get married or not.
Financial freedom is another aspect that is gradually changing for the better amongst the women in Hinduism. Women now take up jobs to earn their own money to meet some of their expenses. They are challenging the dependence on men who traditionally provided everything as the women stayed at home to maintain and take care of the homes. By getting an education, women now have access to jobs and are able to work to earn an income. The leadership and governance positions they take also grant them financial freedom.
Hindu women are now getting an education and several schools and colleges have opened up for women to access education. “Hindu women, at the moment, are attaining higher education not only in   India but all over the world” (Basharat, 2009). Traditionally, women were deprived of education but currently, many women are going to school and pursuing education to higher levels. There have been many education reforms in the recent past that favor the education of women, and these are helping change the literacy levels of Hindu Women. Women are also taking it upon themselves to educate the society on the importance of educating women. 
Hindu women are gradually taking up political and leadership roles in their society. As opposed to the past, there are more female politicians and leaders striving to restore respect and empower women. Hindu women today have access to high positions of governance as opposed to the ancient times when  women were considered epidemic rather than human (Basharat, 2009). Women are getting into professions that were previously male- dominated. “And most importantly, women have plucked up courage to step forward and have taken prominent positions in the professions, business, and government” (Basharat, 2009). These women in leadership are putting an effort into inspiring other women to rise above the limitations society has put across for them. Basically, women are challenging the norm and striving to make a change in the society by being role models to other women and girls to look up to. “Many women have stepped out of the norm and made a difference in their village, society, and their country giving other women everywhere someone the look up to and follow in their leadership” (Rodrigues, 2008). 
Women roles in the Hindu religion have also changed significantly. There are female teachers in the Hindu religion now as opposed to the past. “…many monasteries in India now acclaim women ascetics into their community, and many women have become spiritual teachers in their own right” (Basharat, 2009). For instance, the Great Mother Goddess is one woman who defied the odds by becoming Jagadguru, a world teacher, a role reserved for men only. Sarah Devi also became a saint and is considered one up to date. Women can also study religion now as opposed to the past when this was left for the men only. “The schools now allow young women to learn the Vedas and sacred scriptures that were formally restricted to only men of a certain class/caste” (Rodrigues, 2008).
There have been some arguments that the Hindu women should stick to the traditional roles as stipulated by their religion. Actually, some men have been on the front line opposing the emancipation of women. They stand for the idea that women should remain submissive to the men and under the control of men. However, women all around the world are creating impact and making communities better. Hindu women, thus, should not be left behind. The subjugation and view of women as inferior is also an archaic reasoning that cannot be entertained in the modern era. Roles of Hindu women, therefore. need to keep on the track of change to make the society a better place. The empowerment of women improves the society in general, as women nurture young ones and mould them to become better beings. The change should not be viewed as a disruption to the Hindu religion and traditions. Rather, it should be seen as an improvement on the traditions to suit the modern world.
In conclusion, Hindu women are making a huge comeback and seeking to promote respect and honor for women in the society. Their efforts to make are significant as the change can be seen so far. Although faced with a lot of restrictions, opposition and impediments posed by the religion, society and the men, the change in the roles of Hindu women are commendable. They are showing the community the importance of women through their actions. Most roles performed by women are taking a twist and turn as the women have taken it upon themselves to challenge the status quo. 
The gradual change from being overly dependent on men to slowly becoming independent is very clear. The women are resisting the domination of men and the religious belief that men are in charge. Women are accessing education and scaling the heights to the ranks of high education. They are showing the world that Hindu women do not only belong at home but also in the boardrooms and in governance. Taking political and leadership roles by storm, Hindu women are advocating for reforms and inspiring generations to stand up for the rights of women. The Hindu women are becoming religious teachers, something that was uncommon in the past. The women also have a right to choose whether to get married and when to get married, a change that has been greatly essential for the empowerment and change in the roles of women.
The current changes in roles are just an indication of the force that will hit the Hindu community in future if the women continue on the path to change, independence and liberty. There are some forces that have been resisting the changes that have been taking place in the roles of women. However, they have not been strong enough to deter the effort and determination of the Hindu women who are clearly determined to rise above the limitations of religion and society. More changes are expected to take place in the future as more and more women rise to fight for their rights. 


Works Cited
Basharat, Tahira. The Contemporary Hindu Women of India. 2009, results.pu.edu.pk/images/journal/csas/PDF/5-Dr. Tahira.pdf
Jayaram. “Traditional Status of Women in Hinduism.” Traditional Status of Women in Hinduism, 2017, www.hinduwebsite.com/hinduism/h_women.asp.
Rodrigues. “Women’s Roles in Hinduism.” Mahavidya, 2008, www.mahavidya.ca/2008/06/23/womens-roles-in-hinduism/


.









